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Brain exchange and brain gain: Brazil’s scientific mobility program 

 
Objectives of Presentation and Paper 
 
The Brazilian Scientific Mobility Program (BSMP) initiated in 2011 by the Brazilian 
government offers benefits to Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) 
programs and professionals in Brazil and in the United States. The BSMP is a program that 
will help Brazilian STEM students learn skills to better serve Brazilian’s continual rapid 
economic growth with compatible infrastructure. In just over two years, Brazilians are now 
working in the more than 300 corporate sponsors. BSMP was necessary to implement for 
the 6th largest economy in the world. The purpose of this paper is to analyze how the BSMP 
can contribute to brain exchange and brain gain for Brazil. This research will also examine 
the factors and influences of why the BSMP has been successful to date. 
 
Main Perspective and Framework 
 
Once a colony of Portugal from 1500 to 1822, Brazil is in the midst of an educational policy 
and funding overhaul that is 400 years in the making. In order to understand the historical 
context for the BSMP, I will first examine the recent educational policies related to the 
promotion of the STEM disciplines in Brazilian higher education. This study will then 
investigate the educational policy and funding structures that support the BSMP to trace the 
policies that led to its implementation. This study is important to the re-evaluation of 
Education for All.  As Pakistan’s Federal Minister of State for Education, Trainings  & 
Standards in Higher Education, Muhammad Baligh ur Rehman, stated in a UNESCO article 
titled, The Future of Education beyond 2015: “education quality and equity remain top 
concerns, especially when disparities between public and private education services grow and 
therefore widen the gap between the haves and have nots”. This concern is addressed by 
BSMP because only the top students, regardless of socio-economic background, are selected 
for the exchange program. 
 
Analytical Methods, Research Design and Modes of Inquiry 
 
My main interest is to identify the numbers of Brazilian students enrolled in STEM 
programs in the United States, STEM jobs held by Brazilians in associated or sponsoring 
BSMP companies, and whether the BSMP has increased percentages of Brazilians studying 
abroad. The design of this paper is mostly qualitative with the inclusion of some descriptive 
statistics. The modes of inquiry are through policy document analysis, key informant 
interviews, and a short online survey. The descriptive statistics will be from the short online 
survey of students and professionals who have participated in the BSMP, as well as from 
Open Doors data from the Institute of International Education. 
 
The short online survey will investigate the satisfaction level of participants and the jobs 
created directly correlated to the Brazilian study abroad students.  Additionally, the key 
informant interviews and online survey will investigate the cross-cultural benefits of BSMP, 
such as developing international professional networks and cultivating intercultural 
competencies among the participants and their professional teams. 
 


